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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27 January 2009, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin (Mayor)




Mr   C Howell (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   D Atherley 




Mr   C Elsmore 




Mr   P Kay




Mr   C Lusty




Mrs H Lusty




Mr   R Phelps

Also present:

County Councillor:
Mr P Chamberlain

District Councillors: Mrs G Bensted and Mr D Riley

Gloucestershire Constabulary: PC Julie Evans and PCSO Neil Evans

PUBLIC FORUM

Councillor H Lusty as a parishioner raised her concerns regarding the disruption caused by the town centre road works, particularly in Newland Street which is affecting both residents and traders.   

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY

The Mayor welcomed representatives from Gloucestershire Constabulary.

PCSO Neil Evans introduced PC Julie Evans to Members who has recently taken over from PC McCoy.  He also reported that the new Inspector at Coleford Police Station is Inspector Chris Thorley who was unable to attend this meeting but was looking forward to meeting Councillors in the near future.
PC Evans reported that the police are well aware of the problems in Newland Street due to the town centre road works.  The police will be making an extra effort to patrol the town during peak times.
PC Evans asked Members if they have any information on vulnerable people in the parish she would be grateful if they could pass the information onto her.

Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that the smashed windows at the Market Tavern still had not been replaced. 
PC Evans reported that following this incident an arrest had been made and processed.  Every effort was being made to introduce more pubs to become part of Pub Watch and further information would be reported at the next Town Council meeting.
The Mayor thanked both PC Evans and PCSO Evans for attending the meeting.

APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Hughes, Thorne and Weston.

199.  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
200. 
 TO APPROVE MINUTES
It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 December 2008 be approved and signed by the Mayor.

Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:  Cllr Phelps
201.  
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising from the meeting held on 16 December 2008.
202.
CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR
The Mayor reported that following advertising the co-option of a Councillor unfortunately no one had officially written into the Clerk regarding the post.
It was agreed to defer this agenda item and possibly re advertise in March 2009.

203.
STREET WARDENS - FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Members discussed the request for continued financial support towards the Street Wardens. 

Members felt that a more detailed breakdown of information was needed on the extra hours worked by the Street Wardens in Coleford.
It was agreed to defer this agenda item until after the Forest of District Council have set their budget for 2009 -10.
Proposed:  Cllr Phelps

Seconded:  Cllr P Kay
204. COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL FLAG

After much discussion regarding the Coleford Town flag, Members were generally in favour and supported the purchase of a good quality flag.
Further information was requested regarding purchasing the flag and Members instructed the Clerk to enquire whether planning permission was needed to fly the flag, whether the Coleford Coat of Arms was registered and to obtain samples of the materials used to make the flag.  

Once this information had been gathered it was agreed to defer this agenda item to the Amenities Committee then back to full Council on 24 February.  
205. COLEFORD CEMETERY HEDGE

The Mayor reported that the hedge running along the top side of the cemetery was in a very poor state.  Sheep grazing in an adjacent field had strayed into the cemetery causing disruption.
A quotation for £3,345.00 had been received to re lay the hedge using the current mixed broadleaf hedging and replacing missing trees and feathering/staking the existing hedge. 

It was agreed and proposed that the work be carried out as soon as possible.

Proposed:
Cllr Phelps

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley

206. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

Members discussed adopting the new scheme to disclose information under the Freedom of Information Act.

It was proposed to agree to adopt the new disclosure and for the Standing Orders to be updated.

Proposed:
Cllr Phelps

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley

Councillor Howell requested that the Finance and Office Committee look at the declaration. 

207. COLEFORD CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT – GRANT

The Carnival of Transport Committee had requested a grant of £1,000.00 towards this year’s event.
All Members agreed to the grant request.

208. COLEFORD CEMETERY GATES
The trial period of 3-months of leaving the cemetery gates unlocked was up.  It was reported that there had been no problems with the cemetery gates being left unlocked.

Members agreed to leave the gates open on a permanent basis, if problems occurred in the future it was agreed to review again.

Proposed:
Cllr P Kay

Seconded:
Cllr Phelps

209.
AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Members noted the report and recommendations made by the Committee.  After discussion it was proposed to:

Accept the quotation from Macemain Amstrad to provide a 2 bay bus shelter.

Proposed:
Cllr Phelps

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley

210.
HIGHWAYS COMMITTE
Members noted the report and recommendations made by the Committee.  After discussion it was proposed to:

Request that the tree be replaced with another Acacia and that consideration be taken when the memorial bench is temporarily removed.
211.
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members noted and accepted the decisions of the Planning Committee meetings held on 16 December 2008 and 13 January 2009.

212. MEMBERS REPORTS

Cllr Howell reported that he had recently received a telephone call from a lady in Essex searching for family graves in Coleford Cemetery.  He also reported that he had attended a GMTF Board meeting.
Cllr Atherley had attended a Highways meeting and reported that his main concern had been the poor condition of the A4136.

Cllr Elsmore reported that he had recently spoken to Julian Powell, Gloucestershire Highways regarding phase 1 of the town centre road works.  The road from the island by the District Council down to the town centre and Newland Street would be closed from 17 March for 3 weeks.  He reported that there will be a leaflet drop nearer the date giving details of the road closure which would also provide information about the temporary repositioned bus stops.  
Members suggested that all the information regarding the road works should be displayed in the town centre notice board.

Cllr C Lusty left the meeting at 7.45pm.

Cllr H Lusty reported that a new Head Teacher had been appointed at St Johns School, Mrs Jan Wagstaff.
Member requested that a letter of congratulations be sent to Mrs Wagstaff.

Cllr H Lusty also reported on a recent partnership meeting she had attended.  The Partnership were looking at the possibility of holding events in Coleford town centre, suggestions of a Victorian Market and converting the tump into a beach for a weekend were amongst ideas discussed.
Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that she had attended a recent Community Scrutiny meeting at the District Council, a Working Group had been set up to look at the future of the Wild Boar in the Forest.
Cllr P Kay reported that he had attended a recent site meeting regarding the new Enterprise Centre, he was very disappointed in the lack of interest in comments made regarding loss of car/coach parking spaces.
The Mayor reported on a recent Planning meeting she had attended regarding the new Enterprise Centre.  She informed the meeting that Mr Charles Coates had agreed to speak to the District Council regarding additional coach parking.  He was also happy to attend a future Town Council meeting to discuss Members concerns.

The Mayor stressed the importance of drawing the line and focus on working together with the Partnership.
A representative from the Town Council is needed to attend future meetings regarding the new Enterprise Centre.

It was agreed that this item be placed on February agenda for further discussion.

213.
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Cllr Riley informed the meeting of the Parish Joint Forum meeting being held on Wednesday 28 January to discuss the 2009/10 budget.  Cllrs Merrikin, Howell and Elsmore will be attending this meeting.
Cllr Bensted reported that she is currently working with the Way Partnerships Work and the importance of gathering information from Councillors views on this, any information would be appreciated.  Any comments should be sent via email to Councillor Bensted by Thursday 12 February.
Cllr Allaway-Martin reported on a recent PCT meeting she had attended, she reported that there were going to be significant changes within the mental health services.
Cllr Chamberlain reported he had recently attended a seminar on Building on our Future.  He had also attended a Task Group regarding speeding in the forest.

214.
CORRESPONDENCE
Members noted the list of correspondence for the month of January 2009.  Members noted a letter received from Mrs Costley informing the Council that she had slipped on the Mushet Walk mosaics and requested that the letter be placed on the agenda of the next Amenities Committee meeting.   

Cllr C Lusty returned to the meeting at 8.05pm.

215.
PAYMENTS
Members noted the payments due for the month of January 2009 and it was proposed that they be paid.
Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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